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 How do you determine effective daily allowances for each location?

 Do you allocate allowances differently if family members accompany the employee?

 How do you determine per diem for business travellers?

 Do you have reliable data to assess daily allowances for commuters?

Have trouble answering these questions?
Mercer’s daily allowance data and online calculators provide you with the right solution.

To fulfil the need for objective and reliable information on daily costs, Mercer has developed standard daily 
allowance tables in collaboration with major multinationals.

The tables are designed to help your company determine adequate daily allowances in a fair and consistent 
manner for short-term assignees, commuters and business travellers.

Mercer’s daily allowance basket

Mercer has developed tables of appropriate categories of expenses to help you determine a daily allowance for 
employees who are temporarily transferred abroad on a single status. Categories include:

 Food (at home and away from home)

 Laundry and dry cleaning?

 Personal care

 Entertainment

 Transportation

 Telephone

 Hotel room or furnished accommodation
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Single status accommodation

Mercer surveys provide typical daily costs for 
hotel room and standard one or two 
bedrooms furnished rental accommodations, 
with or without services, for each of the 295 
locations covered in the surveys.

Mercer’s Global HRMonitor® offers 
a short-term assignment allowance calculator 
that allows you to adjust your per diem with 
daily hotel room costs or rented 
accommodation costs.

Per diem/Short-term allowance calculator 

Mercer’s Global HRMonitor® short-term 
assignment allowance calculator allows you to 
adjust Mercer’s standard tables to meet your 
specific needs.

You can add, remove or change the frequency 
and quantity of items in the daily allowance.

Each table presents four daily allowance options, from low, medium, high or average per diem, in the 
currency of your choice for the 295 locations covered in the surveys. The data are updated for every location 
every six months.
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